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SUB J : CONVERSATION WITH PRESIDENT BANZER— SUGGESTION FOR 
COOPERATION IN DRUG FIELD 

1. DURING CONVERSATION OCT 17, PRESIDENT BANZER SAID TO 
ME THAT HE WAS VERY INTERESTED IN WORKING OUT A COOPERATIVE 
PROGRAM WITH THE U.S. FOR THE SUBSTITUTION OF OTHER CROPS 
FOR COCA IN THE YUNGAS AREA. HE SAID THAT FUNDS WOULD BE 
NEEDED ON A GRANT BASIS TO PROVIDE INCENTIVES TO FARMERS 
IN THAT AREA TO CEASE FROM PRODUCTION OF COCA AND 
TO SUBSTITUTE NEW CROPS SUCH AS COFFEE, FRUIT AND VEGETABLES. 

HE NOTED THAT COCA IS A HIGHLY PROFITABLE COMMODITY TO GORW 
AS IT PRODUCES THREE CROPS A YEAR. HE FELT THAT THE SMALL 
FARMERS IN THE YUNGAS AREA WOULD DO NOTHING IF THEY WERE 
FORCED TO REPAY LOANS EVEN AT LOW INTEREST RATES, BUT WOULD 
BE RECEPTIVE TO OUTRIGHT DONATIONS TO PLANT SUBSTITUTE CROPS. 

HE SAID HE HOPED THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF THE U.S. WOULD BE 
PREPARED TO RESPOND WITH FUNDS FOR THIS SPECIFIC PROGRAM. 

2. 1 ASKED THE PRESIDENT WHETHER THERE WAS AN OFFICIAL OF THE 
BANZER GOVERNMENT WITH WHOM WE COULD WORK TO DEVELOP MORE 
SPECIFICS OF SUCH A PROGRAM INCLUDING AN ILLUSTRATIVE BUDGET 
AND PRECISE ACTION RECOMMENDATIONS FOR WASHINGTON'S CONSIDERA- 
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TION. HE SAID THAT AS OF NOW THE IDEA WAS HIS ALONE, BUT 
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THAT HE FELT THAT IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO HAVE A DISCUSSION 
WITH THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE. HE VOLUNTEERED 
TO TALK FIRST WITH THE MINISTER AND SUBSEQUENTLY WE FROM THE 
EMBASSY COULD TALK WITH HIM ABOUT PRECISE DETAILS. 

3. THE PRESIDENT ALSO NOTED THAT HIS INTEREST GOES 
BEYOND THE CROP SUBSTITUTION ALSO TO THE ELMINATION OF 
THE COCA EATING HABIT IN BOLIVIA. HOWEVER, THIS PROBLEM 

HE FELT WAS SOMEWHAT SEPARATE FROM THE CROP SUBSTITUTION 
IDEA AS HE DESCRIBED IT TO ME. 

4. WE WILL REPORT FURTHER AS THIS IDEA MATURES AND WOULD 
WELCOME ANY INTERIM GUIDANCE WHICH COULD ASSIST US IN 
EXPLORING THIS WITH THE BOLIVIAN AUTHORITIES. 

STEDMAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DRUG CONTROL, COFFEE, FOREIGN ASSISTANCE, AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS, VEGETABLES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 17 OCT 1973 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973LAPAZ06305 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 
Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS STEDMAN 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: LA PAZ 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t1 9731 027/aaaaatsu. tel 

Line Count: 76 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: golinofr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 16 JAN 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <16-Jan-2002 by martinjw>; APPROVED <05-Feb-2002 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CONVERSATION WITH PRESIDENT BANZER -SUGGESTION FOR COOPERATION IN DRUG FIELD 
TAGS: PFOR, SNAR, BL 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



